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er dinner or Whole mont nco,"'A'un
Phemy said, pretending to frown, though
eho guvo really a mild chuckle.

"Ah, how jealous younro! AuutPhe
tny, I didn't think thut of you," Itob
retorted, letting her eyca rest casually
upon tho haudH of tho visitor. They
were hard and brown, two masses of
knotted muscle, with long, coarse hair
straggling over them und a curious palo
ring on the tkin about one wrist.
Though Rob looked away instantly, ehe
knew tho Btraugo woman had felt her
gaze and been disquieted by its note of
details, for tho knotted hand wero
drawu back and began nervously to
wrap themselves in the ends of the thin
Ehawl.

Aunt Phemy, too, noted the move-
ment. She half turned in her chair and
said tslowly: "I ain't gredgin you xio
res', Miss but I s'pec's
you better had be trabblin. I done kep'
you now longer'u I toloyouyoumought
stay when you como yero ter my do'
'foro do zarn er day. "

Oh, don't send her nwny, Aunt
Phemy 1 It is hot, and she looks so very
tired," Hob said, plucking at tho black
woman's sleevo. "Maybe sho is moro
eick than tired. Keep her until tomor-
row. I know that is what pappy would
eay.M

"Umphl.Yes; Marso Robert, he'd
take kerr do wholo worl an let um choat
him outcn he nyetcefs," Aunt Phemy
said.

The stranger got up, saying so hoarse-
ly tho Bound mado Rob shudder, "I will
go in jest cr Jittlo while."

Rob opened her mouth to protest, but
before 6he could speak Tigo sprang up
and gave a tremendous howl. Tho
Btraugo woman mado a wild, backward
spring, gathering her limp skirt aa
though to run, then sank down, breath-
ing hard. Aunt Phemy had been look-
ing toward tho path. Rob alone had
seen beneath tho flapping garment boots
and trousers miserably ragged and tho
dull gleam of an iron ring about olio
ankle.

"Goiuside and lio down! Quick! Let
me help you!" she said imperatively,
looking full in tho strango woman's
eyes. They dropped beforo hers, but tho
tall figure straightened slowly and

lurched within as a hail camo over tho
matted growth in front:

"Hello, tho house! Aunt Phemy, tie
up your dawg. We're com in fcr water,"
a man's voico called cheerily. Next
breath three stout fellows had ridden in
Bight, dismounted and ilung themselves
down beside the slipping runnel. At
Bight of Rob iu tho doorway tho fore-
most of them rose, touched his hat and
said awkwardly :

"Oh, howdy do, Miss Rob? My, but
we'ro thirsty! Been racin an chasin all
day after one er them triflin convicts
that got erway. You see, they're leased
out, an they had 'cm at work, with ball
an chain, on tho big new railroad fill,
an this poor fool must run off, though
he had jest one moro year ter serve;
took chances cr gittin shot an doin dou-
ble time fcr jest that little."

"Don't eay he camo this way," Rob
said lightly, though she shivered a lit-
tle. "I hope, though, you won't catch
him that is, unless ho is a horso thief.
I have suffered too much from them to
havo tho least bit of compassion left."

"Yes, it's too bad about your stock,"
tho man said. He was Deputy Sheriff
Hoed and mighty ambitious to be a shcr- -

ilo shan't uo bothered, depend on
that," tho deputy said, smiling down
at her. Tho other men had come up to
him, their long mustaches beaded at the
ends with fair water. Aunt Phemy
stood with eyes downcast. Sho had tho
African instinct of secrecy and had in-

stantly caught Rob's cue.
" 'Tain't nobody wentcrlong dis way

as I seed," she said; then, dropping a
sort cf courtesy : "I hear Sis Liza an
Ann' Viuy Johnson say las' night as
dco corned homo frum pra'ar meetin
deo gut cr skeer frum somo sort cr crit-
ter. Die 'lowed it wus cr han't, dar on
de hill by Topmark'a grabeyard. It wus
long an high, deo eay, an groan so dee
sho' thuuk it wus olo man Topmark
done como back 'caso er do way he son
Ben carryin on sencohe los' ho wife."

"Oh, ho, ho! Beg your pard'n, Miss
Rob, but that's jest too rich I" tho dep-

uty said, laughing explosively. Ho had
heard who had not? of Topmark's in-

fatuation. If Rob became Mrs. Top-mar- k

No. 2, her influence would bo a
thing to covet, for Topmark certainly
carried tho district in his pocket when
it came to local elections. Tho whites
divided always on lines of social or per-

sonal cleavage. It was the black votes
which really told for a fellow or against
him, and tho storekeeper swung tho
black vote as ho pleased.

Not in set words, but dimly and afar
off, all this rushed through the official's
mind. Ho had good roason for not
wanting Miss Rob McGregor to remem-
ber him as a rude and pestilent fellow.
Now, no doubt on her father's account,
sho was anxious to havo the posse go in
somo other direction. So much ho read
shrowdly underneath her smiling cour-

tesy, and she should have her way. There
was certainly small likelihood that tho
man they hunted lay hid at Roscoo, for
all it had so much tangled scrub. Any-

way tho chauco was too remote to bo

worth making her an enemy. Facing
nbout, ho said to his followers, speak-

ing low and rapidly: "I think I've got
a clow. We'll ride fer tho big mau'ders
an not spare our stock. Good day, Miss
Rob! Yon bo right easy erbout your
par. Ef we had ter chaso tho feller past
your gate, they shouldn't nobody make
noiso ernough ter let him know what

was up. Now, ride Lard, boys. Poor
wretch! I've nothin ag'in him, but it's
cur juty ter ketch him ef only wo kin. "

As they clattered noisily away Rob
stepped iusido the cabin. The convict
had flung off his woman's garb and sat
with burning eyes iu a faco as white as
death. His jagged brow was beaded
with cold sweat. At sight of tho girl he
put his hands upon his breast aud said,
speaking as though the words camo from
desert dryness:

"They're after mo. I'm a horse thief,
like they said. More, I helped steal
your Lightlady. I'm willin ter dio fer
it ef only I k.u seo Betty ono moro
time."

"Hush!" Rob said imperatively.
"Tell us nothing about yourself, except
where you want to go and what wo can
do to help you. "

"You didn't hear mayby. Oh, you
couldn't! I said I helped ter steal," he
began monotonously.

Rob's hand went over his mouth.
"That has nothing to do with it,
nothing at all," she said. , "I asked you
what yon wanted. Tell me at once. "

"Gimmo cr day's start. I kin manage
the rest," the man answered, a slow,
painful red burning up through the pal-
lor of his faco. "Once lemme have 30
miles 'tween mo an them thar outside
they won't never tetch mo. Oh, ef only
you will God! Miss, you may kill me,
cut mo in little pieces. You can't never
know what it'll mean ter mo."

Rob pondered a minute, feeling his
eyes devour her face. Then sho said,
low, but firmly:

"You shall havo that. I pledge my
word for it. Now, listen. You aro to
stay hero until almost midnight. Aunt
Phemy will stain your faco and hands
till you would pns3 for ono of her color.
Then at 12 o'clock tonight you must be
at the bridge on the turnpike, two miles
from here. Somo ono will meet you
there. Never mind who. You can truet
him. He will answer 'Tom' when you
say 'Jerry. Ho will tak you where you
chooso, as far as he can beforo morning.
Meantime get a filo and tako that ring
off your anklo and borrow Aunt Phemy's
wallet to carry tho food sho will give
you"

"Don do listen at her! Sho talks like
I 'longed her same us eberl" Aunt Phe-
my said, with a littlo, odd laugh. Rob
put out her hand and touched the black
woman's lightly as she said :

"No, Aunt Phemy. I know you aro
free, but freo only to do good."

'

When sho had gono nway, tho man
seemed to rcuso from a daze, no talked
long and earnestly with tho old black
woman and evidently of matters very
near her heart. When at last ho had
crept into her loft," and sho hoard tho
loose boards creak as his length rested
upon them, she said, nodding to tho em-
bers which smoldered tho year round
upon her wido hearth :

"T'ings happen metty quar in dis
worl an ken try. Dar Ben Topmark. Ho
rich an strong as ho mean, I po' an ole.
Dis yero feller 'feard cr ho own shaddcr
whilo ho stay roun yero, but I lay us
puts cr spoko in dat big gent'eraun's
wheel, ono whut ho ain't uebber knowed
wus growin in do woods, much less cut
out er urn."

CHAPTER XV.
Mr. Topmark's letter to Mr. nowell

had been a triumph of diplomacy. There
had been no mention of busincss--oh- ,

not tho least! .Ho had said in rambling
fashion that a widower was mighty
lonesome, and it was near timo for dovo
6hooting to begin, and may bo "thar
might bo Romo 'lection matters" that
could bo talked over to advantago when
a man had neither n wifo nor a crop on
his mind to bother him.

To himself Mr. Topmark added that
Howell was rat sharp, but not likoly to
try putting up any gamo on him. Ho
himself knew too much. If ho told all
he knew, it would bo xnbzhtr awkward

And Owoiw la Grateful What Mr. N. S.
lloitebooii !! to Bay.

A brilliant record in Owosso has been uiudc
in a tiliort time by the "little enemies to back-

ache." At his place of residence, No. Il l S.
, Cedar Street, our representative found Mr. N.
S. UoHcboon, an old und favorably known
citizen of Owosso. For years he has suffered
vrith kidney disorders that have baflled thelt physicians, and it remained for Doan's
Kidney Pills, the little conquerors of Kidney
trouUes, to give him the only relief he has
ever experienced. We will let him tell about
it in his own words. He naid :

"This trouble from my kidneys has ft

source of great su to im; for over nine
years. I had retention of the urine, which was
acconipnnied with sharp, shooting pains in my
back and hips and extending down into my
limbs. I would have such a sensation of pres.
?ure in my head a most .miserable feeling. I
could not get any rest at night with that burn-
ing feeling of numbness in my back ; it seemed
to go right through me. The quantity ot urine
passed was very scanty, stopping almost en-

tirely at times. I was most w retched and did
iKt seem to be able to obtain any relief, al-

though I was almost constantly taking treat-
ment. Some months ngo; I read about Poun's
Kiiney Tills and determined to try tlinn, so I
went to the drug store of Johnson & 1 lender-wh- i.

where I procured a box. Their use helped
me and I continued taking them, and up to
the present time have taken three boxes. I
wish to say this about Doan's Kidney Tills
they have done more for me than anything
else I have ever taken during all the years of
my trouble. They started the How ot urine,
causing it to come freely and naturally, the
pressure in my head is gone and the burning

ain in my back relieved. I feel very grateful
or tin's deliverance. My case is evidence con

clusive that Doan's Kidney Tills is a wonder-
ful Kidney medicine, acting directly end
quickly on those ortrnv."

Donn's Kidnev Tills for sale by nil dealers
price fx) cents. Mailed by Foster-Milb- n Co.,
JJiitbtlo, N. V., sole agents fur the U. S. Re-
member the name, JJuttn'n, and take no other.

Announcements for School Year 1896-- 7.

Teachers should carefully note the contents
ot this circular and preserve it lor future use.

DATES Or EXAMINATIONS.
Regular, Corunna, August 20th and 21st, 189(1.

Special, Owoho, October 15th and lftth, 1890.

Regular, Corunna, March 25th and atith. 18U7.

Special, Owosso, June 17th and 17th, 1807.
All examinations will begin at B:30 a. in.,

standard time
Applicants for third grades will write upon

geography, theory and art and school law the
first half day; grammar, physiology and read-
ing the second calf day; arithmetic, penman-
ship and historr the third half day and civil
Kovernment and orthography the fourth half
day. Applicants for first and second grades
will write upon geography, theory and art and
school law the first haH day; grammar, physl
ology, algebra and reading the second half day;
arithmetic, history and penmanship the third
half day, and civil government, physics and
ortography the fourth half day. Applicants for
first grades will write upon geometry, general
history and botany on Saturday.

The above Bohedule will be strictly followed.
REQUIREMENTS.

For third grades an average ot seventy Is
required, with not less than sixty-fiv- e in any
branch; for second grade an average of seventy-fiv- e

is required, with not less than seventy in
any branch; for first grade an agerage of eighty-fiv- e

Is required with not less than eighty in any
branch.

Applicants shall use legal cap paper and
write with pen and ink.

Applicants for first and second grades who
pass in part of the branches may ite at the
next examination in the remainder. After fail-
ing In two consecutive examinations they must

in all brancees. Applicants for third
grades who all In part of the branches must re-

write in all oranches.
CAUTION : Special certificates will be grant-

ed only when legally qualified teachers cannot
be secured. Persons who wish to teach must
attend an examination.

O. It, Bristol, Commissioner.
J. N. Cody, Examiner.
J. A. Thompson, Examiner.

Corunna, Aug. 7, 196.

F. EDWARDS & GO.- -

General Real Estate and Insurance

Will sell your Property.
Will rent your House or Farm.
Will look after your Tenants.
Will find Loans for your Money.
Will Insure your Buildings.
Charges very reasonable. Office with S.

F. Smith.

II. B. I'ETEIISON,

VITALIZED AIR.
OFFICE Over Dlmmlck's store, Washington

Street. RESIDENCE Washington St., oppo
llteCongrcguMonai church.

William M. Kilpatrick,
LAWYER.

SOLICITOR IN CHANCERY

General Iinsurance A vent.
Office In the Williams Block, Washingtonstreet,

Owosso Mich

J. B. Dowdigan,
DENTIST.

0ffl
KALAMAZOO STORE OWOSSO)

Hours 8 to 12 a. m. ..
1:30 to 5:30 p. m. MICH

DR. C. MCCORMICK
PHYSICIAN. SURGEON, ETC.

Special attention given to the treatment of
disease by means of Electricity. Rheumatism,
Neuralgia, Lumbago, Sciatica and a number of
nervous diseases readily yield to this form of
treatment.
Office and Residence Nd. 220 East Exchange Stowosso, - vicxa
DR. L. B. PHELPS,
Offick: 114 N. Washington St. Office

Hours: 8 to U a. in. and 1 to
3 p. m.

Residence: C50 N. Washington St.

Special Attention gltv0ep Chronic Diseases.

Hamblin & Crawford,
REAL ESTATE.

' Business Chances, Conveyancing, Fire Insur-
ance, Money to Loan, Notaries Public.

8FKSis - 106 West Exchange St.

OWOSSO, MICH.

DU. ANNISS. n. GOODTNO, Hommopatbie
Residence and office, Williams St., (Com

stock Ulock), Owosso, Mich. Office hours 9 to
i p. m. and to 8 p. rn. Calls promptly respond
el to. Special attention given to Obstotric
and Dlsoasos of Women and Children.

PARKER'S CINCER TONIO
ftate lyunf Trouble, IVbility. dirtmalnff rtomarli and
fcmaltUli, and is noted for making ran when all otUrt
trwtm.irt fail. s.rr mother and Invalid .hmild hav. It.

A. PARKER'S
HAIR BALSAM

ClMTiw. and branttftet tha hatf5 Promote a Itiiurinnl frcrwth.
Nrer Fails to Heat ore Oray
Cum te&lp diamwa a ha4r Ulluigl

IIINDERCORN8 Tl.OTilfWTCiiwfo
Gnu. Mop ail pain, alakca waikuif aaiy.l&o, atDnifgiai

By MAETHA M'OULLOOII WILLIAMS.

Copyright, tSM, fcy the Author.,

CHAPTER XIV.
It was thirst, not any thought of

that made Rob when she camo
to her own dcuicsno turn asido to Aunt
Phemy's cabin.

'It is only a 6tcp out of the way,"
sho fiaid to herself, "and my throat is
parched. Besides Aunt Phemy ought to
be glad to see me. I hopo she will cot
bo cross, as she was the last time.
'Marse Robert, ho better had be tole da
trufe,1 sho said then. As if anything
could mako mo tell him! My darling
daddy! I would suffer torture first."

Tho cabin 6tood only n little way off
the mill road. Passersby often stopped
there for a drink from tho spring. In
her heart Aunt Phemy was glad to see
them, though sho kept her faco impas
eive. Company! What did it matter?
she said. She had her pigs, her fowls
and her big dog Tigo, who was Lion's
full brother and tho savager beast of the
two.

In his guard she was safe, no matter
'who camo or went. The cabin sat in a
screen of tangle. Tho path to it ran
jaggedly through vagrant growths of
sumao, sassafras and fruitful young
grapevines. It wound so, indeed, com-
ing in from tho front, you hardly saw
tho roof until you sere in the shade of
the gourd arbor above tho door. Thus
Rob was almost facing her before she
saw that tho old woman was not alone,
but eight of tho visitor in nowise dis-
comfited her. It was apparently a tall,
lean woman, with powerful shoulders,
yet a stooping, hollow chest, who sat
upon tho doorstep, with arms locked
about tho knees.

In ppito of tho heat tho stranger was
huddled in a frouzy shawl. A deep sun-bonn-

shrouded head and face. Tho
long lower limbs showed gaunt and
shrunken beneath tho thin folds of a
faded calico skirt. As Rob's shadow
fell 011 tho earth tho crratnro started and
drew the poor Fkirt yet closer about her
feet, ns though seeking to hide- poverty,
yet moro pitiful. Rob nored tho action
with u sympathetic thrill, then said
with a civil nod :

"Good morning, madam. Aunt Pho-m-

how aro you? Don't get mad when
I tell yon my lost lurkey hen has come
home with ten fiuo young ones, for all
you wero no certain tho foxes had caught
her. Tho little ones aro beauties and so
pert. Why, theycau outrun mo now.
Though they aro so late, I mean to raise
them just to show yon wiso people that
you don't know everything. "

"Uph! Dat dest your owdaciousluck.
Had er been my ole turkey hen her
haid'd been off an Br'cr Fox done had

mm U.XJottrnal ef JMMfcl
Prof. w. E. Feeke, vha
makes a specialty ot
Epilepsy, has without
doubt treated and cur-
ed more cases than any
living Physician; his
success is astonishing:.
We have heard of cases
of so years' standing?

curea oy
him. Ho
publishes a
valuable
work on
this dis.

' ease, which

1JI be sends
with a
laree bot

tle of hta absolute cure, free to any sufferers
whoymay send their P. O. and Express address.
We'adviso any one wishing acure to address
fcrof.W. S. MXKE. F.XU4 JedarSt.. New Yorfc

Choice STRAWBERRIES
FOR THI GARDEN AND FIELD.

jrgBARGAINS IN PLANTS FOR 1697.

CATALOGUE FREE TO ALL.

C. N. FLANSBURGH, Leslie, . Mich.

ilaaai a aw 1 I IV I 1 1

BICYCLE
Well made, strong ana easy running,
lias all the latest devices. A wheel up
to date in every particular. Write to
W. A. KINO A CO., 15 Cadillac Square,
DETROIT, MICH., and learn how to

"I0NE FOR HOTHIHG.

VAN R. POND,
Attorney g Counsellor,

General law and chancery
practice in all courts.

Over M. L.Stewart & Co's Bank
DR. EDGERT0N T. WILSON

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

OFFICE-Ro- om 7 Kcclcr Ulock.
RESIDENCE-8- 22 River Street.

OWOSSO, MICH.

i. iii s. n
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON,

RESIDENCE, 400 SAGINAW ST.,
ODico, 211 N. Washington St.

OYER PARKILL & SOS'S DRUG STORE,

Michigan (TENTg
"The Niagara falls Route."

8AGIN A IV DIVISION.
OWOSSO TIME CARD.

TRAINS SOUTH.
Chicago Expressleaves 8:07 a. m., arrives in

Jackson 10:15 a. m., Chicago :30 p.m.
Chicago Express, dally, leaves 8:.T0, p. m.

arrives tn Jackson 10:43 p. m., ChicaRoCMK) a. m,
Through bleeper (Day City to Chicago).

TRAINS NORTH
City Express, leaves 0:00 a. m , arrivesat Day city 11:10 a. m. Sleeper, Chicago to Hay

Citv.
Marquette Express leaves Owosso 7:15 p.m.,

arrives at Hay City ;2rp. m.
Owosso accommodation leaves Jackson 10:50

a. m ., arrives Owosso 1 :no p. m.
All trains dally except Sunday.
OWOSSO Accomodation leaven riarnaan Ikt

p. mf, arrives in Jackson at 3:60 p. m.
w. u. uimwow. Agent, Owosso

W RUQOLIS, O. P. & T. A Chicaga .

CI.25 for 3 months H
(by mail).

TOWN IN MICHIGAN.

News, Detroit.

distraction just then. "I didn't know 1

had er grown dannhter. When did you
put on long drer3'3!-?- "

"I wish I could put 'em on," Luley
said, sighing dT1?- - "Then I could
marry an take Jinney en Anny ter livo
with mo soon as cur stepmother comes.
Aunt Sarah says all stepmothers aro
mean as they t un be, but I don't believe
Miss Rob will I eat us. That's why I
want ter go ton ight, so I can beg her
ter take you an keep you from chasin
ofl after that hateful old Miss Mandy
Allen."

"B'Guorge! Then maybo I better
tako you," Mr. Topmark said.laughing.
But it was Lav.ycr Howell instead who
bore him ccmpuny that night when he
went drivir.;,' away to tho Winfold par-
ty. Rob camo lato and in her worn
whito frock instead of tho half new
blue ono, yet she was easily tho belle,
with choi l:s delicately pink as u wild
roso frrf !i!y cpnn and eyes dilated to a
black r,::!Juuce, like tho shining of
midnight ft:;n. Thero was a new noto
in her vcicr, tj;, aFort of tense, vibrant
softness i!u-.- t thrilled tho listening ear.

Nat:ir;!lly (he other youug women,
save Mis.j Winfold, made common causo
against her. When it came to dancing,
more than o:io pat down suddenly and
unaccciiiitabiy when Rob was opposite
her. lint in tho cud these malcontents
hurt rn ly themselves. They were left
wnllflowM-- . bilo Rob went victoriously
from trciif."t 'i to strength, from con-

quest to conquest, for sho danced as ono .

inspired. Tovnsinan that ho was, pre- -'

pared to h;ngh nt rural gambols, Law-
yer IIowcll caught his breath at sight
of her iu a solo und as soon as might bo
asked her tor tho next waltz.

"You r.iv.y havo it," Rob said, with
her wickedest nile "that is, if you
will convirt Mrs.'Winfold from tho er-

ror of her way. You see, she does not
allow ioi::m1 dances here. In fact, I half
believe the ihinks any sort of dancing a
sin unless you can manage to do it very
badly."

"You mean she thinks your danciDg
wicked. I don't at all blame her. I see,
Mis3 McGregor, you aro a very danger-
ous person, so dangerous I scarcely daro
ask for a quadrille," Mr. Howell said,
with a bow. Robgavo a faint shrug and
said tranquilly: , .

"As you liko about that. Iamsoused
to being thought desperately wicked I
suppose I am case hardened. Anyway
even tho thought of not being your part-
ner does not plunge me in the depths."

"Ef ho don't ask you after that, I'll
shoot him. I'vo a great mind ter do it
anyway. None er these ycre young chaps
shan't eass you with me croun," Mr.
Topmark said, grinning. Rob gave him
a long look, then turned to her next
partner and whirled away without a
word.

At near 11 o'clock sho set tho com-
pany agog by saying carelessly to Jack
Talbot in tbo face of everybody : "Ob,
Jack, mako haste and get through your
dance! You have got to tako me home
beforo 13 o'clock."

"Lemmo do that, Miss Rob, "Mr.
Topmark said eagerly. Jack shouldered
him asido and took Rob's hand. He

1

"Lcmmc ilo that. Miss Rob."
could scarcely trust himself to speak, bo
great was his joy, but somehow he man-
aged to sny : "Get your shawl. We will
go at once."

"Shawl ! I never thought of ono this
dry, beautiful night. I'll meet yon at
tho gate. Bring around tho horses,"
Rob said, slipping away over tho nar-
row front porch and on down the gravel
walk that led to the front gato. Thero
wero prim, spiny cedars at guard either
side of it. White moonshine drew sil-
houettes of them upon tho sparse turf
at foot. Lanterns feebly flickering amid
tho green boughs, in Miss Winfold's
judgment, gavo tho whole affair a touch

nd taug of style. But Rob, tho auda-
cious, set ono light upon tho ground and
said as sho sprang up beside Jack :

I could not tako a chanco of scaring
Timothy and Clover. Tho darlings!
They must go 50 miles beforo morning. "

Tho company broke an hour later.
Scenting thunder in tho air, Lawyer
Howell pleaded that tho night was so
flno he had rather walk the milo to Top-mark- 's.

He had a foxy sharpness that
had made plain to him some part of
what was under the cards. Topmark
angry was, ho knew experimentally, an
ugly customer. Let his wrath expend it- -

for H&wcll and bigger men besides.
Then, too, tho Ktorekeeper was fairly
sure of his ground. Ilo had taken opin-
ion of Judgo Graball, the first lawyer
in Oldbridgo, in tho very beginning of
things, and Graball had said, getting a
clean hundred dollars for tho saying,
that in Mr. Topmark's hypothetical caso
right might lio on ono eido. Law was
certainly on tho other. If a wifo had riot
quitclaimed property held jointly or
bought in her behalf, no euro title pass-
ed to its purchaser. Her children or
children's children wero entitled to re-

cover not only tho land itself, but a rea-
sonable rent for it, this all tho moro if
they had lived out of tho stato and
naturally in ignoranco of their rights.
That condition indeed made tho statute
of limitation inoperative. Holders of
such land could set up only adverse pos-

session and plead in equity innocent
purchase. Even if they avowed that
thero had been quitclaiming in the orig-
inal transaction to establish such avowal
legally they must Bubmit tho deed or a
record of it or an exact and attested
transcript of tho original.

"An thar ain't naro scratch ter bo
found cr scch er paper, not in none cr
tho county record", " Mr. Topmark had
said, rubbing his hands us ho rode away.
He repeated it with unction, inly, when
he saw tho lawyer, sleek and flaxen, his
chair tipped comfortably back against a
pillar of tho porch and Teddy Barton
gazing at him with open eyed admira-
tion. Teddy had indeed paid tho man
from town tho compliment of hia lifo by
remaining silent full live minutes whilo
the other talked. Ho had even admitted
to his inner consciousness that thero
was one more man in tho world could
tie a cravat with as much stylo as Ted-
dy himself. But of that Mr. Topmark
reckoned nothing. He was too rapt in
his own concerns. "Now, Rob, my dar-
ling," he was saying to himself, "I
bopo you'll bo sensiblo au gimme er
chanco ter settle this yero business the
way I like. Ef you but kuowod it, my
gal, you ain't got no show wi'.nuut me.
Thar ain't hoof ner horn you kin sell.
The wholo ctap, cf it was in the barn,
wouldn't fetch er hundred dollars. An
thar's the ole man. You wauter keep
him in cotton wool. You're er fool fcr
that, but be hanged e.t I don't lovo you

better jest because er 6ech foolishness.
Jack Talbot is better ter look at'n me,
but you won't take him, not cf you're
sensible. But you ain't sensible. I don't
believe I want you ter be neither. Ef I
thought you'd take me fcr what I've
got, I wouldn't be nigh so mad after
you. I'd ruther sorter mako you take
me an then coax you inter lovin me than
ter have you drap in my mouth because
er what I kin give you. "

He had been silently soliloquizing in
front of his dead wife's fine, big bureau.
Looking himself carefully over in the
mirror, he half sighed, stroked his stub-
bly mustache, then all at once sat sud-
denly down, with an odd, smothering
pain at his heart.. It passed in a second
or two, but left him whito and shaken.
"I mus' put cr stop ter that," he said
hoarsely. "Tho ole witch! Black Sam
had spells like that all winter befo' ho
died, an the niggers all said he was con-
jured."-

As he went out on tho porch Luloy
dropped her beloved crochet work and
sidled up to him, saying, with an air of
weariness, "Popper, lemmo go with
you ter Aunt Sarah's ternight?"

"Hey! Have you set out too? Who air
you castin- - sheep's eyes at?" Mr. Top-mar- k

asked, laughing, glad to have any
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"Oh, don't send her away, Aunt riicmyV1
iff full fledged after the next eleotion.
It delighted him no littlo to find Miss
Rob McGregor, whom ho know very
slightly indeed, thus social and friendly.

"This feller was sent up for horso
Btealin, I'm sorry ter say," ho went on;
"fust offense, though. Thar was some
thought ho wasn't really guilty, but
others said ho was one er tho gang, an
so ho had ter go"

"Ifleo. A case of poor Tray whipped
bcoause of bad company, Rob returned,
smiling pleasantly at tho deputy, who
meandered on :

"Ef we ketch him, Miss Rob, mayby
he can help us crbout that last matter
er yours. It docs socru ter mo no man
ner men couldn't cr took off anything
80 well known as your old mare ner so
handsome as that high steppin colt er
hers 'thout somebody 'em, at
least Bomewhar's. Thar oughter been
bills out an or reward offered"

"Yes, I daro say," Rob broke in.
"But, you see, Mr. Reed, I havo not
any bad money to throw away after good
horses. I believe you legal gentlemen
havo a fiction that all money is bad."

"It does make most er tho trouble in
tho world, either havin it er losin it er
lackin it," Mr. Reed said profoundly,
and mentally pattod himself on the back
for having spoken 60 well. "Of co'se
you ain't scon, but jest fcr form's sake
we must ask you you an Aunt Phemy

ef you've saw any long, dauglin fel-
ler, lean as cr houu, with black eyes an
er hangdog look, either passin the roacV

er skulkin in tho bushes yore?"
"If such a man has passed, I havo not

seen him," Rob said, facing tho official,
though her heart was thumping fast.
"Aunt Phemy can answer for herself.
Dut, if you must search tho place, please
do not go near tho houso. If pappy
knew, it would make him so unhap- -


